
Guidelines for CPA Licensing Hours Requirements 

 

CPA licenses are granted by the State Board of Accountancy in a particular state. Although the 
CPA Exam is the same nationwide, state requirements for sitting for the exam and for licensing 
vary. The required ACFM CPA Track courses satisfy the requirements of many states; however, 
you are responsible for knowing your state’s requirements and making sure that you get 
the needed hours before you graduate. 

The AICPA website “This Way to CPA” provides a summary of state requirements. This is a 
good starting point, but be sure to go to the state’s web site (links are provided) and read the 
details. 

Here are some considerations: 

Accounting Hours 

Do not assume that the ACFM course designation means that a particular course will count as 
accounting. For example, Business Law and Business Analytics likely will not. If you are a TA 
for credit in an accounting course, this will usually not count for accounting hours because it is a 
repeat of material you have already covered.  

New York is one of the strictest states as far as what will and will not count and the number of 
mandatory accounting hours. As of this writing, NY requires 33 total accounting hours including 
at least one course in cost/managerial, tax and audit. NY also has communications and ethics 
requirements, but these can be met in non-accounting and business courses (e.g., W2 courses, 
MGMT 302). Here are the courses that you should be able count for accounting hours in NY 
(other states may be more inclusive): 

MGMT 200, ACFM 261, 351, 352, 353, 354, 355, 357, 358, 359, 365 

Note that our CPA Track requires only 7 of these courses and the NY requirement is 8.25. 

If you will run out of time at Bucknell before obtaining the required hours (perhaps you were late 
in declaring the CPA Track), it is possible to take accounting courses on line or at another 
institution over the summer. 

Business Hours 

NY requires 36 semester hours in general business. This includes non-accounting ACFM courses 
such as Business Law, Business Analytics, and Finance. It also includes other Management 
courses as well as those in Economics and Computer Science.  

Special Requirements 

Some states have very specific requirements. For example, Texas requires an ethics course 
accredited by Texas. You can usually arrange to take these types of courses on line. Just be sure 
that you are aware of the requirement so that you can plan for it. 



150 Hours 

All states require 150 credit hours for licensing and most firms require 150 hours for hiring. 
However, some states require only 120 hours to sit for the CPA exam. 

How to count and obtain 150 hours: 

The 150-hour requirement includes hours earned in accounting and business courses as well as 
other college-level courses (any subject). 

Usually AP and other credits transferred to Bucknell (meaning they show up on your APR) will 
count for four hours each. However, NY recently adjusted the transfer credits of an alumna to 
three hours for each course. Thus, if you want to get licensed in NY and have any transfer 
credits, you may want to assume three credit hours for each and err on the side of having more 
hours. 

CLEP credits count if they appear on a college transcript (four hours for each credit on your 
Bucknell transcript, probably three hours for each credit if on another university’s transcript). Be 
sure that you have the CLEP course approved before you study the material and be diligent 
enough to earn the grade required for Bucknell credit. 

TA for credit classes will count toward your 150 hours. 

Other options are overloading at Bucknell, taking short-term courses (e.g., ILTM, ILST, trips 
over breaks) at Bucknell, taking online courses, and taking summer courses at an institution near 
you (community colleges are often least expensive). 

It is not necessary to get 150 hours to graduate from Bucknell with an accounting major. 
Students at most other schools complete a fifth year or graduate school to obtain these hours. 
National, regional and smaller CPA firms hire graduates who do not have 150 hours and allow 
them to obtain the remaining hours while working. There are numerous other career 
opportunities for accounting majors who have not obtained 150 hours. Do not let this 
requirement keep you from choosing to earn an accounting degree!  


